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From the Pastor’s Pen
“For God so loved the world that he gave

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—and we tarry
in relationships that are shattered, neighIn this season of gift giving and receiving, bor divided against neighbor, nations torn
it remains important for us to remember from one another, and even sharp words
we exchange with those closest to us.
that we have already been given the
greatest gift of all—our Lord and Savior
In this season of looking at the birth of
Jesus Christ.
your Son, bring new birth into our hearts.
In preparation for Christmas and the com- Forgive the shadows we have put in front
of your light and let the winds of your
ing of the Light of Christ into the dark
world—Emmanuel, God-with-us—I wish to Spirit blow away the clouds that block
others from seeing you in our lives. In our
share this prayer with you.
Savior’s holy name we pray. Amen.
O God, who has come and yet comes
In the midst of the hustle and bustle of
again, we are grateful for the ways in
which you break into our lives. You bring preparing for Christmas and all the
the possibilities of joy in the midst of our events leading up to the celebration of
despair. You offer the gift of community in our Lord’s birth, I hope you will set aside
the midst of our lonely places. You show time for prayer and enjoy moments of silence and rest and blessed peace.
us what tomorrow is meant to be in the
midst of our complacency.
And to you, the West Emory family of
You have made us in your image, but we faith, I thank God for you and look forconfess that what we see in the mirror of ward to see what God has in store for us
our lives does not look much like you, like in the coming year.
his only Son…”

John 3:16

your love, like your justice, like your
peace. You live in the unbroken Trinity—

Let’s Have Dinner
Together in 2016!
Gathering in groups of
eight to ten Dinner for
Eight is a terrific way
to enjoy great food,
delightful fellowship and the opportunity to
get to know other adults in our congregation better. Groups will meet monthly. If
you have any questions, please contact
Pastor Miki, 690-5333. You don’t have to
host a group to participate. A sign up sheet
is on the hall bulletin board.

Peace to you all,

Miki

Wishing you a
Blessed Christmas
and a
New Year filled with
Hope and Promise.

From your church staff,
Miki, Gwen and Louise
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Christmas Eve
Service
Christmas Eve Service – 5 pm
This “child-friendly” service is designed with something
special for all ages including families with young children. The singing of carols, the reading of the Christmas story, a live nativity scene, music by the Chancel
Choir, the celebration of Holy Communion and the lighting of candles all add to the wonder and pageantry of
this Christmas Eve experience. Invite your friends to
join you for this inspiring service.

We are delighted to welcome our
newest member:
Amanda Kereakoglow
who joined the West Emory family of faith on
December 13, 2015.
Amanda and her three year old daughter,
Evie, have been worshiping with us for two
years.
Amanda is a Chemical Engineer with Process
Engineering Associates by profession along with having a small, at-home gift wrapping business. She enjoys playing the piano, gardening and landscaping. Evie enjoys
horseback riding and being active. Amanda says the reason that led her to want to become involved n the ministry
of West Emory Church is that “It is a small church family where you can get to know one another and not get lost in
the crowd.” She joins us by Transfer of Letter from Owen’s Chapel Cumberland Presbyterian Church in Winchester,
TN. Her address and phone number are in the current church directory.

We express our appreciation to
Ruling Elders Dave Morrison, Jenny
Porras and Matthew Whitehead who
are rotating off the Session in the
Class of 2015. They have served the
church faithfully and with energy, intelligence, imagination and love. We have
been especially blessed for their spiritual leadership and devoted discipleship.
We welcome the following Ruling
Elders-elect who will be installed on
January 10, 2015 in the Class of
2018: Scott Atchley, David Little and
Ann Naylor.

Undie Sunday—January 24, 2016
Say What? What in the world is
Undie Sunday? In keeping with
Jesus’ commandments to feed
the hungry and clothe the naked,
our West Emory Church family is
expanding the initiative that we
began with our Angel Tree this
year in our collection of warm
hats, gloves, socks and scarves,
to include a drive for new underwear that will be given to clothes
closets and homeless shelters in
our area. Let us see how many articles of underclothes
we can gather for all ages: men, women, boys and girls.

It is unto you that a Savior is born this day,
One who comes to lift your burden from your shoulders,
One who comes to wipe the tears from your eyes.
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Christmas Joy Offering

Warm Hearts, Warm Heads,
Warm Hands, Warm Feet -

Sunday, December 20th
One of the traditional ways we
give through the church is with
the Christmas Joy Offering. Your
monetary gifts are shared equally
with the assistance program of
the PC(USA) Board of Pensions
and the Presbyterian-related
racial ethnic schools and colleges. Your generosity enables our denomination to help
faithful servants of the church with special needs and
the racial ethnic schools and colleges to provide opportunities to young men and women who might otherwise be unable to further their education.
Visit www.pcusa.org or www.pension.org and click on
Assistance Program in the Programs/Benefits & Assistance section to see specific ways your gifts make
a difference.

This year the focus of our Angel Tree is on bringing a little
warmth into the lives of our
brothers and sisters in Christ
who might be in need of a
new hat or gloves or pair of socks for the winter. The
Women of West Emory thank you for the wonderful response of new knitted toboggans or hats, gloves and mittens, and warm socks and scarves for all ages: adults,
youth, and children. These donations will be given to local
clothes closets, schools and agencies in our area to help
those who need to keep warm during the cold weather
months.
Thank you also for the generous outpouring of gifts for
Mobile Meals recipients. We will be able to make Christmas a little merrier to over 50 people.

Cub Scout Outreach Project
Cubmaster Mike Marsh and the scouts of Pack 865 invite the congregation to join them in two
significant outreach projects.
Soles4Souls was founded as a disaster relief organization after philanthropists and shoe executives provided footwear to those most impacted by the Indian Ocean tsunami in 2004 and
Hurricane Katrina in 2005. Soles4Souls was officially formed as a 501(c)(3) non-profit in
2006. They continue to act as second wave responders providing footwear and clothing to those in need during
times of disaster. In addition, they provide used shoes to distressed communities enabling local families to start
small businesses as a means of lifting themselves and their families out of poverty. www.soles4souls.org
The annual Warm Coats & Warm Hearts Coat Drive is part of an ongoing effort to ensure no individual goes without a warm coat during the cold winter months. Each year the Warm Coats & Warm Hearts Coat Drive relies on
the generosity and compassion of our customers across the country. In partnership with ABC's Good Morning
America and the national non-profit organization K.I.D.S./Fashion Delivers, Burlington Coat Factory collects gentlyworn coats in all its store locations and works with local agencies to distribute the coats to those most in need
within the community.www.burlingtoncoatfactory.com/AboutUs/CommunityRelations. Collection boxes are located in the Fellowship Hall.

News from Child Enrichment Center - Tiffany Tallent, Director
We've had an exciting holiday season at West Emory! We held our annual Thanksgiving banquet on November 19th, where we invite all our preschool families to share in a Thanksgiving
feast! We also held our Yankee Candle Fundraiser in November, and participated in Baskets
of Hope.
On December 15th , we held our annual Christmas program. This year, we presented “The
Night Before Christmas!” The children had lots of fun practicing, and performing for their families! It was a wonderful evening of fun and fellowship.
WECEC will be closed Thursday and Friday, December 24th and 25th, for Christmas. WECEC will also be closed Friday, January 1st, for New Years. We wish everyone a joyous and blessed holiday season! We look forward to an exciting new year at West Emory!
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Baptism of Sam and Adam Fischer
with help from brother, Noah
December 6, 2015
Pictures are worth a thousand words.
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West Emory Family Photo Gallery
Let Us Give Thanks

Just a few of those who helped fill
100 KARM Baskets of Hope Thanksgiving boxes.

Thanksgiving Luncheon

Scout Sunday
David Little and
Mike Marsh

Hanging of the Greens:
Some of our younger helpers

Cub Scout Acolytes

Ryan Nicodemus and Ronan Hix
Scripture Readers

All Saints Day
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West Emory Presbyterian Church
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The Mission of our congregation is to grow as disciples of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ and to reach out into the community and the world in his name.
Through worship, study, fellowship and outreach, we are committed to serve God
with joy and enthusiasm and to welcome all persons into this family of faith,
the Body of Christ.

1035 Emory Church Road@
Westland Drive
Knoxville, Tennessee 37922

Phone: 865-690-5333
www.westemorypresbyterian church.org
minister@westemorypresbyterianchurch.org
Ministers:
The Congregation
Pastor:
The Rev. Dr. Augusta B. “Miki” Vanderbilt
Music Director:
Gwen Bridge
Pianist:
Louise Edwards
Clerk of Session:
Belinda McCall
Treasurer:
Bill Hall
Christian Ed. Coordinator:
Linda Whitehead
Director of Child Enrichment Center:
Tiffany Tallent

Calendar of Events

2016 Offering Envelopes are available to be
picked up in the Church Fellowship Hall.

20—Worship Service /Joy Gift Offering - 10:30 am
The Monday Connection Class – 9:30 am

24—Christmas Eve - 5 pm
Lesson and Carols Candlelight/Communion Service
with Children's Nativity Pageant
25—Christmas Day
25–26—Church Offices closed
27—Worship Service - 10:30 am
31—New Year’s Eve
1—Happy New Year!
3—Worship Service/Communion

Sunday, January 24th at 6 pm
Come warm your spirits and beat the
winter chill at our Annual
January Chili Supper. Bring a pot of
your favorite chili or some tasty cornbread, chips or salad items. Ice
cream sandwiches and drinks will be
provided along with hot dogs and all the fixings.

Monday Connection Class – 9:30 am

6—Epiphany of the Lord
10—Worship Service - 10:30 am
The Monday Connection Class – 9:30 am

Installation of Church Officers
2 Cents-a-Meal Offering
17—Worship Service - 10:30 am
The Monday Connection Class – 9:30 am

21—Session Meeting - 7:00 pm
24—Worship Service/Undie Sunday
The Monday Connection Class – 9:30 am

Chili Supper - 6:00 pm
31—Worship Service/Congregational Annual Meeting - 10:30 am

December: 7 - Shannon
Patton, 8 - Josh Porras,
11 - Cheryl McLean,
15 - Sam Atchley,
20 - Marion Porras and
Adon Bridge, 21 - Miki Vanderbilt,
23 - Katy Burton, 25 - Chong Smith, 29 Cecily Nicodemus, 30 - Belinda McCall
January: 12 - Victor Borrego, 13 - Ora
Ackerman, 17 - LeeAnne Robertson,
19 - Sally Little, 24 - Jeff Carter, 25 - Jon
Michel, 26 - Nathan Porras, 27 - Valerie
Homan

