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From the Pastor’s Pen
“For God so loved the world
that he gave his only Son…” John 3:16
In this season of gift giving and receiving,
it remains important for us to remember
that we have already been given the greatest gift of all—our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ.
In preparation for Christmas and the coming of the Light of Christ into the dark
world—Emmanuel, God-with-us—I wish to
share this poem from Presbyterian poet
and writer, Ann Weems.
Christmas comes every time we see God
in other persons.
The human and the holy meet in
Bethlehem or in Times Square,
for Christmas comes like a golden
storm on its way to Jerusalem—
determinedly, inevitably…
Even now it comes
in the face of hatred and warring—
no atrocity to terrible to stop it,
no Herod strong enough,

You are cordially
invited to the
Annual Christmas
Open House

no hurt deep enough,
no curse shocking enough,
no disaster shattering enough.
For someone on earth will see the star,
someone will run to Bethlehem,
someone will know peace and good
will; the Christ will be born!
In light of all the shattering disasters in
our area in the last few weeks and the
continuing challenges facing our nation
and the world as we seek healing, restoration and reconciliation; in the midst of
the hustle and bustle of preparing for
Christmas and all the events leading up
to the celebration of our Lord’s birth, I
hope you will set aside some time for
prayer and enjoy moments of silence and
rest and blessed peace.
And to you, the West Emory Family of
Faith, I thank God for you and look forward to see what God has in store for us
in the coming year.
Peace to you all,

Miki

Wishing you a
Blessed Christmas
and a
New Year filled with
Hope and Promise.

at Pastor Miki’s Home
Sunday, December 11th
3 to 6 pm
605 E. Fox Den Drive in Farragut
671-4058
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Christmas Eve
Service
Christmas Eve Service – 5 pm
This “child-friendly” service is designed with something
special for all ages including families with young children. The singing of carols, the reading of the Christmas story, a live nativity scene, music by the Chancel
Choir, the celebration of Holy Communion and the lighting of candles all add to the wonder and pageantry of
this Christmas Eve experience. Invite your friends to
join you for this inspiring service.

Christmas Day
Worship service—11 am
In the midst of all the Christmas morning festivities and gift-giving, you
are invited to pause for a moment and come worship with your church
family at West Emory. We will celebrate the birth of our Lord in a more
informal and relaxed manner. Children are encouraged to bring their
favorite gift for “show and tell” and we will all get the opportunity to sing
our favorite Christmas carols and enjoy a bite of Birthday Cake. Please
note that the service begins at 11 o’clock instead of 10:30 am and will
last about 45 minutes.

We express our appreciation to
Ruling Elders Jon Michel, Seth Fischer and Raph Hix who are rotating off
the Session in the Class of 2016.
They have served the church faithfully
and with energy, intelligence, imagination and love. We have been especially blessed for their spiritual leadership and devoted discipleship.
We welcome the following Ruling
Elders-elect who will be installed on
January 15, 2017 in the Class of
2019: Kenneth Atwood, Becky Reno
and Greg Robertson.

Undie Sunday—January 22, 2017
Say What? What in the world is Undie Sunday? In keeping with Jesus’ commandments to feed the hungry and
clothe the naked, our West Emory
Church family is expanding the initiative that we began with our Angel
Tree last year in our collection of
warm hats, gloves, socks and
scarves, to include a drive for new
underwear that will be given to
clothes closets and homeless shelters in our area. Let us see how
many articles of underclothes we
can gather for all ages: men, women,
boys and girls.

To Rena McAlister in the birth of her granddaughter Virginia Rose McAlister, daughter of her son, David, and his wife, Jennifer, on December 6 in Memphis, Tennessee.
And
To Jenny and Luis Porras in the birth of their granddaughter Veronica Porras, daughter of their son, Josh, and his wife, Esmeralda, on Dec. 1 in California.
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Christmas Joy Offering

Warm Hearts, Warm Heads,
Warm Hands, Warm Feet -

Sunday, December 18th
One of the traditional ways we
give through the church is with
the Christmas Joy Offering. Your
monetary gifts are shared equally
with the assistance program of
the PC(USA) Board of Pensions
and the Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools and colleges.
Your generosity enables our denomination to help
faithful servants of the church with special needs and
the racial ethnic schools and colleges to provide opportunities to young men and women who might otherwise be unable to further their education.
Visit www.pcusa.org or www.pension.org and click on
Assistance Program in the Programs/Benefits & Assistance section to see specific ways your gifts make
a difference.

This year the focus of our
Angel Tree is on bringing a
little warmth into the lives of
our brothers and sisters in
Christ who might be in need
of a new hat or gloves or pair of socks for the winter. The
Women of West Emory thank you for the wonderful response of new knitted toboggans or hats, gloves and mittens, and warm socks and scarves for all ages: adults,
youth, and children. These donations will be given to local
clothes closets, schools and agencies in our area to help
those who need to keep warm during the cold weather
months.
Thank you also for the gifts of our Kids Hope family and
for the generous outpouring of gifts for Mobile Meals recipients. We will be able to make Christmas a little merrier for about 100 people.

Need Late Minute Gifts? Have you thought about this?
Many if not most of us have more than we need while our brothers and sisters around the
world and here at home could use our help. This year let’s all think about alternative ways of
showing our loved ones we care by giving to others in their name. Below are a few of many organizations that you might want to consider supporting in this manner.












 Presbytery of East Tennessee Disaster Relief Fund. Checks may be made out to West
Emory Presbytery Church with a note “PET Disaster Relief” on the memo line.
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance pda.pcusa.org , U. S. Wildfires: DR0000165 to designate to ET Fires
Presbyterian Mission Giving Opportunities, www.presbyteriangifts.org
Heifer Project International, www.heifer.org
Habitat for Humanity, www.habitat.org
Church World Service, www.churchworld service.org
Next Session Meeting Bread for the World, www.bread.org
Family Promise of Knoxville, www.familypromiseknoxville.org
Tuesday, December 15
Living Waters for the World, www.livingwatersfortheworld.org
At 6:30 pm (Note time change)
Knox Area Rescue Ministries, www.karm.org
FISH Hospitality Pantries, www.fishhospitalitypantries.org

News from Child Enrichment Center - Alicia McMillian, Director
We had a wonderful Thanksgiving holiday at our center. Our preschool children enjoyed their
annual Thanksgiving feast! Many of our preschool parents were able to join their child for
the feast here at WECEC.
Our annual Christmas Program will be Tuesday, December 13th at 6:30 pm. The children
have been working hard on the play and are excited to present it! Everyone is welcome to
attend. We will serve light refreshments after the program until 8:00 pm.
Our school age children will have the opportunity to spend full days at our center over Christmas Break from December 27th to January 6th. We look forward to taking a Christmas themed field trip with our K-5!
WECEC will be closed Friday, December 23rd and Monday, December 26th for Christmas! We will also be closed on
Monday, January 2nd for New Years. We hope everyone has a wonderful Christmas and a happy New Year!
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West Emory Family Photo Gallery
Let Us Give Thanks

Just a few of those who helped fill
75 KARM Baskets of Hope Thanksgiving boxes.

Hanging of the Greens:
Scout Sunday
David Little and
Mike Marsh

Angel Tree and Gifts for
Homebound Seniors
Cub Scout Acolytes

Ann Naylor
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West Emory Presbyterian Church
West

The Mission of our congregation is to grow as disciples of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ and to reach out into the community and the world in his name.
Through worship, study, fellowship and outreach, we are committed to serve God
with joy and enthusiasm and to welcome all persons into this family of faith,
the Body of Christ.

1035 Emory Church Road@
Westland Drive
Knoxville, Tennessee 37922

Phone: 865-690-5333
www.westemorypresbyterian church.org
minister@westemorypresbyterianchurch.org
Ministers:
The Congregation
Pastor:
The Rev. Dr. Augusta B. “Miki” Vanderbilt
Music Director:
Gwen Bridge
Pianist:
Karen Cobb
Clerk of Session:
Belinda McCall
Treasurer:
Bill Hall
Christian Ed. Coordinator:
Linda Whitehead
Director of Child Enrichment Center:
Alicia McMillian

Calendar of Events

2017 Offering Envelopes are available to be
picked up in the Church Fellowship Hall.

18—Worship Service /Joy Gift Offering - 10:30 am
The Monday Connection Class – 9:30 am

24—Christmas Eve - 5 pm
Lesson and Carols Candlelight/Communion Service
with Children's Nativity Pageant
25—Christmas Day Worship Service—11:00 am
26—Church Offices closed
31—New Year’s Eve
1—New Year’s Day Worship Service/

Sunday, January 22th at 6 pm
Come warm your spirits and beat the
winter chill at our Annual
January Chili Supper. Bring a pot of
your favorite chili or some tasty cornbread, chips or salad items. Ice
cream sandwiches and drinks will be
provided along with hot dogs and all the fixings.

Communion
Monday Connection Class – 9:30 am

6—Epiphany of the Lord
8—Worship Service - 10:30 am
The Monday Connection Class – 9:30 am

2 Cents-a-Meal Offering
15—Worship Service - 10:30 am
Installation of Church Officers
The Monday Connection Class – 9:30 am

19—Session Meeting - 7:00 pm
22—Worship Service/Undie Sunday
The Monday Connection Class – 9:30 am

Chili Supper - 6:00 pm
29—Worship Service/Congregational Annual Meeting - 10:30 am

December: 7 - Shannon
Patton, 8 - Josh Porras,
11 - Cheryl McLean,
15 - Sam Atchley,
20 - Marion Porras and
Adon Bridge, 21 - Miki Vanderbilt,
23 - Katy Burton, 25 - Chong Smith, 29 Cecily Nicodemus, 30 - Belinda McCall
January: 12 - Victor Borrego, 13 - Ora
Ackerman, 17 - LeeAnne Robertson,
19 - Sally Little, 25 - Jon Michel, 26 Nathan Porras, 27 - Valerie Homan

